Age-sex structure of Slovenians in Vojvodina is elaborated in this paper. Particular attention was given to the period after the World War Second. Identification of tendencies in age structure of Slovenians was the main task of the paper. Statistic methods and mathematics proceedings are used to compare different parameters of age structure (e.g. middle age, index of ageing etc). The paper confirms that Slovenians are one of the oldest ethnic groups in Vojvodina population. Results will enrich knowledge about Slovenians in Vojvodina. They might be used in function of demography. 
IntrOdUctIOnS
From 1918 to 1991, Vojvodina and Slovenia, as regions, have been parts of the same country. The name of the country has occasionally been changed. For example, Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenians was formed in 1918. In 1929, country had changed the name into The Kingdom of Yugoslavia. After the World War Second, it appeared as Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia. From 1953, the same state has changed its name into the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. In 1991 Slovenia has proclaimed independence.
The first census of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenians was held in 1921. Then, Slovenians in Vojvodina, as ethnic category, appeared. Next census had occurred in 1931. The World War Second had gotten negative influence on the censuses time. For example, census in 1941 was not held. Instead of it, next two censuses were organized in 1948 and in 1953. In the paper, particular attention is given to the last forty years. In that period, four censuses were held in the equal periods (table 1). Last census was held eleven years after the previous one. It is important because it gives the freshest information about the population.
During the 20 th century, populations have often moved into the frame of the state border, because of different reasons. The most movement had the population which worked in the Yugoslav army. The Important number of Slovenians in Vojvodina arrived in that way. For population from mountain country, as Slovenia is, fertile terrain of Vojvodina was very attractive. Vojvodina was one of the main sources of raw material for food industry in Yugoslavia. Many Slovenians in Vojvodina arrived because of works in regional offices for different enterprises of Slovenia. Generally speaking, Slovenians in Vojvodina have always represented small community. Therefore, censuses have been one of the small numbers of evidences of existence of Slovenians in Vojvodina.
For centuries, Vojvodina has been traditionally multi confessional region. Like other 29 nations in Vojvodina, Slovenians are also very important part of its identity.
the nUmBer OF SLOvenIAnS In vOjvOdInA
The first census of the country of South Slav nations, in 1921, shows that then it was only about eight thousands Slovenians in Vojvodina Region. According to the Census of 1931, number of Slovenians in Vojvodina was decreased 2,6 times. It might be a consequence of the fact that the Kingdom of Serbs , Croats and Slovenians had changed the name into the Kingdom of Yugoslavia . Source: (Kocsis, Kicošev, 2004, 1 and 2) , (Republički zavod za statistiku, 2003) Mixed marriages have made negative influence on the feeling of ethnicity. On the Census in 1961, Yugoslavs have appeared as option of statement. Official politics tried to make Yugoslav nation. It was very fashionable until the death of the President Tito. Some of children of Slovenians in Vojvodina, who were born in mixed marriages, can declare themselves as Yugoslavs. 
AGe StrUctUre
According to typology of Sundbarg, in 1961 and 1971 population of Vojvodina had stationary type of age structure (Đurđev, 1996, 39) . After that, from Census in 1981 to 2002 its age structure becomes regressive. Census in 1961 has shown that Slovenians in Vojvodina were on the edge between stationary and regressive age structure. From Census in 1971 they belong to regressive age structure (Table 2) . Source: (Republički zavod za statistiku, 2003) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1970) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1974) , (Pokrajinski zavod za statistiku, 1982) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1993) From the middle of the 20 th century to the beginning of the 21 st century, the share of young people of Slovenians in Vojvodina has declined more than 3 times (from 23,1 in 1961 to 7,8 % in 2002) . It means that in 1961, every 4 th or 5 th Slovenian was young. In 2002, every 13
th Slovenian was 0-14 years old.
According to the censuses in 1961 and 1971, more then half population (52,0-57,2 %) of Slovenians in Vojvodina belonged to the biggest population category (15-49). That share started to decline in 1981, because the oldest category of population, which is more than 50 years old, continuously grew. In 2002, the oldest category of population of Slovenians in Vojvodina represented more than half (54,5 %) in total population. Rosset's model was based on the share of inhabitants, who are older than 60 in total populations. In 1961, population of Vojvodina and Slovenians in Vojvodina was less then 12 % of population, who were more then 60 years old (table 2) . According to this model, they belonged to the type, which Rosset named "in process of ageing". From census in 1971, both populations got more then 12 % population, who were older, than 60 years. Therefore, they have changed type of Rosset model. That type Rosset named "demographic old age". Differences between population of Vojvodina and Slovenians in Vojvodina are evident. Ageing process of Slovenians in Vojvodina is more aggressive and faster compared to the population of Vojvodina (Kicošev, Golubović, 2004, 167-184) .
If age groups were put into the graph, usually it could get age pyramid. Age pyramids are the most descriptive way for analysis of age structure.
POPULAtIOn PYrAmIdS
The most important demographic characteristic of a population is its age-sex structure. Age-sex pyramids graphically display this information to improve understanding and ease comparison. Age-sex pyramids display the percentage of a population broken down by gender and age. According to that, comparisons between them are allowed (Breznik, 1980) . The five-year age increments on the y-axis allow the pyramid to vividly reflect long term trends in the birth and death rates but also reflect shorter term baby-booms, wars, and epidemics. The pyramid of 1961 has already gotten stationary type (graph 2). The biggest population groups of Slovenians in Vojvodina were between 25-40 years old. They were born in the period between two World Wars. In the second age groups were their children, e.g. age groups, who were born after the World War Second. These age groups were smaller than previous. There are few explanations. For example, families with many children were not in fashion any more. Mixed marriages were in fashion. From census in 1961, Yugoslavs as possibility of declaration has started to exist. Some Slovenians in mixed marriages have declared their children as Yugoslavs. Anomaly in the pyramid was perceived in population group, who were born during the First and Second World War.
From the sex aspect, male population groups compared to females were numerous in the four youngest age groups (0-19) and in the three last age groups (55+). Conclusion is that females of Slovenians in Vojvodina were often born in the period between two World Wars.
In 1971, population became 10 years older than in 1961, but relations between sizes of age categories were repeated in the pyramid of 1971 (graph 3). Shares of two categories of the youngest population are the smallest compared to the others. Pyramid has started to transform in regressive form. Because of smaller number of children, basis of Pyramid was reduced. Small basis of pyramid means that population might felt e.g. lost the future (graph 3).
Graph 3: Age structure of Slovenians in Vojvodina (in %), according to census 1971
Males of Slovenians in Vojvodina were dominant compared to females in the oldest age category and in the five youngest age categories.
According to the Census of 1981, number of Slovenians was decreased more than 1,6 times compared to 1961. The oldest age category (65+) dominated in age pyramid (17,2 %). Other shares did not exceed 10 % (graph 4). Population that was born in the second half of the twenties was numerous. They were between 50-54 years and they were not any more in reproduction period. After them, share in total population of Slovenians in Vojvodina belong to generations that were born at the beginning of thirties of the 20 th century. Shares of the youngest population (0-19) of Slovenians in total population of Slovenians in Vojvodina didn't exceed 5 %. They were born in the decade with the most babies in Vojvodina Province.
Males were dominant in age groups 0-34, but females were dominant in other seven older age groups (graph 4). Because of hard work and unhealthy way of life, males generally live shorter than females.
Graph 4: Age structure of Slovenians in Vojvodina (in %), according to census 1981
Census in 1991, it was the last census of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, state which had incorporated Republic of Slovenia and Vojvodina Province . According to that census, shares of age categories have shown certain regularity. The youngest age category has the least share (2,9 %) and the oldest has the most shares (18,6 %) in total population of Slovenians in Vojvodina. Pyramids got regressive form. Share of females of Slovenians in Vojvodina was numerous compared to males in the four oldest age categories (50+) and in the age category 10-14 (graph 5).
After the separation of Slovenia, Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has started to decompose. For only five years, territory of Yugoslavia was reduced more than 2,5 times. Vojvodina as Province of Serbia was influenced from different internal and external factors. Among census in 1991 and 2002 political situation was unstable. Civil wars were in the neighborhood. Because of that, economic crisis and embargo had negative influence on the quality of life of population. At the end of the last decade of the 20 th century, NATO aggression occurred. Consequently, many people abandoned Vojvodina.
In terminology of the last Census, Slovenians have transformed from ethic group of Yugoslav people into the national minority. According to census in 2002, share of age category 65+ was the biggest (26,4 %) compared to other age categories of Slovenians in Vojvodina. More then ¼ of Slovenians in Vojvodina were more then 65 years old. Age pyramid of Slovenians in Vojvodina became slimmer than 1991 (graph 6). Share in every age category was diminished. It could be the consequence of mixed marriages, but some Slovenians, especially from reproductive age categories, have moved abroad. 
Graph 5: Age structure of Slovenians in Vojvodina (% of both sex total populations), according to census 1991
Share of females of Slovenians in Vojvodina was numerous compared to males only in three age categories, two the oldest and in the age category 10-14. 
AverAGe AGe
In 1995, Panev gave parameters for seven different stages of age. According to him, in the second half of the 20 th century, Slovenians in Vojvodina were passing through three stages of age (Vojkovic, Devedzic, 1997, 33-41) . In 1661, they were in the threshold of demographic ageing. Average age from Census in 1971 shows that Slovenians in Vojvodina Source: (Panev, 1995, 117-145) Average ages in both cases (in the case of Vojvodina population and in the case of Slovenians in Vojvodina) are uprising. From 1961, Slovenians in Vojvodina had higher values of average age compared to the population of Vojvodina. In every following Census, their differences were bigger. Distinction in average age among Slovenians in Vojvodina and population of Vojvodina were 1,6 years in 1961 and 9,3 in Census in 2002 (graph 7). According to Panev (1995) and to data from last Census population of Vojvodina is on the threshold of the last stage. Demographic situation is very serious in Vojvodina at all. Vojvodina, according to censuses 1961 Vojvodina, according to censuses -2002 
medIAn AGe
Median age is good and very often used parameter when compared to an average age. Because, extremely values of the five-year age groups didn't make influence on the average age (Đurđev, 1996, 41) . From 1961 to 2002, median age of Slovenians in Vojvodina was constantly increased. Compared to Vojvodina population, median age of Slovenians in Vojvodina increased faster. From 1961 to 2002, median age of population of Vojvodina was increased for 10,3 years. In the same period, median age of Slovenians in Vojvodina was increased for 20,4 years (table 5). Vojvodina, according censuses 1961 Vojvodina, according censuses -2002 Vojvodina, according censuses 1961 Vojvodina, according censuses . 1971 Vojvodina, according censuses . 1981 Vojvodina, according censuses . 1991 Vojvodina, according censuses . 2002 . Source: (Republički zavod za statistiku, 2003) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1970) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1974) , (Pokrajinski zavod za statistiku, 1982) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1993) In observed period, median age of females of Slovenians in Vojvodina is higher compared to males (graph 8). Explanation might be in fact that those women are numerous because they live longer. Vojvodina, according censuses 1961 Vojvodina, according censuses -2002 
Population of Vojvodina

Graph 8: Median age of Slovenians in
the OLd AGe IndeX
If the old age index is less then 0,4, population is young. If value is above of this number, then population indicates age (Rančić, 1980, 190) . According to Census in 1961, Population of Vojvodina and Slovenians in Vojvodina were still young population. The limit of 0,4 was already passed in 1971 (table 6) . However, in both cases, old age index has grown slowly. In 1971, the old age of Slovenians in Vojvodina has had similar value of old age index (0,91) as population of Vojvodina from census in 2002 (0,97) . From 1961 to 2002, the old age index of Slovenians in Vojvodina was increased more then 7,5 times (graph 9). 1961. 1971. 1981. 1991. 2002 Source: (Republički zavod za statistiku, 2003) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1970) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1974) , (Pokrajinski zavod za statistiku, 1982) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1993) 
cOeFFIcIentS OF OLd AGe And YOUth
Coefficients of old age directly show negative age process in some population. Age process includes increase of the share of population, which is older, than 60 in totals. When that number passes by 120‰, than population starts to be age in demographic sense (Kicošev, Golubović, 2004, 174) . Since 1971, population of Vojvodina, according to that parameter, has been in age process. Slovenians in Vojvodina entered the age process in 1961 (table 7) . In 2002, its coefficient was almost 1,7 times higher compared to population of Vojvodina. Source: (Republički zavod za statistiku, 2003) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1970) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1974) , (Pokrajinski zavod za statistiku, 1982) , (Savezni zavod za statistiku, 1993) Coefficient of youth in both cases decreased, but in the case of Slovenians in Vojvodina decreasing is bigger. In 1961, population of Vojvodina has 1,1 time higher coefficient of youth than Slovenians in Vojvodina. In 2002, difference was higher. Coefficient of youth of Slovenians in Vojvodina was 1,8 times less than coefficient of youth of population of Vojvodina (table 7) . From 1961 to 2002, coefficient of youth of Slovenians in Vojvodina decreased 2,3 times.
cOncLUSIOn
During the 20 th century, every new census has noted decrease of the number of Slovenians in Vojvodina and especially decreasing of the young generations. All parameters of age structure show that Slovenians in Vojvodina are very old. According to the last census, aver-
